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Resident, he persuaded Mindon to allow him to survey the
river route to Bhamo, and, as a result of inquiries he was able
to make during his stay at Bhamo, he became an enthusiast for
schemes for overland trade with China.
British interest in the Old Burma Road had originally been
stimulated by the Dutchman Spar's visit to London in 1683,
when he almost succeeded in stirring the East India Company
to approach the King of Burma for permission to plant a trading
station at Bhamo. The matter was then lost sight of until
Symes, in reporting on his first mission to Ava, mentioned that
Burma carried on an extensive cotton trade with Yunnan. Cox,
who followed him, wrote a fairly detailed report on the subject,
which saw the light of day in a selection of papers on Burma
published by Major Francklin in 1811.-
Crawfurd in 1827 estimated the annual value of Burmese
exports to China at £228,000. This so much interested the
British authorities at Moulmein that they began to consider the
feasibility of a route from that town to Yunnan. Captain Sprye
in 1831 suggested the Salween route via Kianghung, and six
years later Captain McLeod actually made the journey by this
route with six elephants. Another doughty prospector was Dr.
Richardson, who made several expeditions, the first of which
took him from Moulmein to Chiengmai in 1834.
Attempts were also made to discover the ancient land route
known to have once existed between China and India, and in
1835 Captain Hannay actually made the overland journey from
Bengal to Bhamo. These gallant efforts had no immediate result
other than the production of a number of interesting reports.
In 1855, while on his first visit to Mindon Min, Phayre raised
the question of the opening of the Bhamo route with China, and
Yule developed the subject in his book. But the Court of Ava
was strongly opposed to any plan which might tempt the
British to further interference.
In 1860 the Manchester Chamber of Commerce, on the
look-out for further markets for Lancashire cotton goods,
petitioned the British Government to go ahead with the
development of the Moulmein-Yunnan route. Their pressure
was one of the causes of Phayre's visit to Mandalay in 1862
and of Dr. Clement Williams's trip to Bhamo in 1863. He

